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"They approved it because venereal diseases are the greatest single cause for the disablement of our soldiers and sailors, and because accurate statistics for the civilian population would probably show that these diseases cause equally as serious losses among our industrial and other workers.
"The Government adopted this plan when it did because this country had entered on a stupendous war with Germany and needed the full and unbroken service of every soldier and sailor
of venereal disease control. To quote from The Shield, July, 1918: "Almost all of the states of Australia have now taken legislative action with regard to Venereal Disease. Queensland was the first, in 1911, to take up the question, and in 1915 New South Wales appointed a Select Committee to Inquire into and report upon the prevalence of Venereal Disease, but the Final Report has not yet appeared. In 1915 the Commonwealth Government issued a "Report, the recommendations of which included compulsory notification from doctors attending cases to the Health authorities (without names), the prohibition of quack doctors and quack advertisements, free bacteriological tests, State facilities for treatment, etc. The Western Australia Act of 1915 not only embraced these recommendations, but added others, while Victoria and Tasmania also followed suit.
"New Zealand produced a Bill of a still more drastic nature, but certain clauses which were considered to bear unduly upon women were opposed by the women's organizations with the result that amendments of the offending clauses were introduced."